JOHN FLAXMAN
Flaxman's return to England, is well described in another
letter from Flaxman to Romney :
"ROME, April 15^, 1790.
"DEAR SIR,
" I take the advantage of Mr. Bunce's return to
England, to repeat my thanks to you for the many singular
instances of friendship I have received from your kind-
ness ; and I hope you will believe whatever distance of
time or place may separate us, they can never diminish
my high respect for your character, and gratitude for
your good offices ; and believe me I am equally solicitous
for your happiness in all particulars as if I was present to
be a sharer in it. Most likely you will have heard before
this time that my return to my own country will be
delayed two years and a half longer than I intended ; but
in order that you may not be misinformed concerning the
cause of my stay, I will mention some of the particulars.
I had settled my affairs for my departure from Rome, I
had given orders for packing cases to be made for the
works I have done here, and I had received earnest from
the coachman who was to carry us to Lyons, as you know
is the custom of this country ; and in order that the time
of seeing my dear friends and country might not be
prolonged, I refused to execute a bust in marble for one
gentleman and a marble bas relief for another. Whilst
I was thus rejoicing with my Nancy in the near approach
of the time, which would bring us back to people whom
38